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This time it fitted him, and he was quite pleased, and
asked her what he could give her in return. And she
said that the only reward he could give her was to take
the spell off the lion and bring him back to his own
shape.
For a long time the giant would not hear of it, but in
the end he gave in, and told her exactly how it must all
be done. She was to kill the lion herself and cut him up
very small; then she must burn him, and cast his ashes
into the water, and out of the water the prince would
come free from enchantment for ever.
But the maiden went away weeping, lest the giant
should have deceived her, and that after she had killed
the lion she would find she had also slain the prince.
Weeping she came down the mountain, and weeping
she joined the prince, who was awaiting her at the
bottom ; and when he had heard her story he comforted
her, and bade her be of good courage, and to do the
bidding of the giant.
' And the maiden believed what the prince told her; and
in the morning when he put on his lion's form she took a
knife and slew him, and cut him up very small, and
burnt him, and cast his ashes into the water, and out of
the water came the prince, beautiful as the day, ttnd as
glad to look upon as the sun himself.
Then the young man thanked the maiden for all she
had done for him, and said she should be his wife and
none other. But the maiden only wept sore, and answered
that that she could never be, for she had given her
promise to the princess when she cut off her hair that
the prince should wed her and her only.
But the prince replied, * If it is the princess, we must
go quickly. Come with me.'
So they went together to the king's palace. And when
the king and queen and princess saw the young man a
great joy filled their hearts, for they knew him for the